


Falcon Refinery Progress Report

 Disposed of over 3 million gallons of 
hazardous waste

 Recycled over 16,000 gallons of 
crude oil

 Characterized and disposed of over 
50 abandoned drums

 Disposed of 40 yds³ of oily waste



Falcon Refinery Progress Report

 Secured the site
 Established project office and defined 

exclusion zones
 Obtained utilities
 Conducted asbestos survey
 Obtained site safety equipment and 

trained on-site personnel
 Cleared and grubbed



Falcon Refinery Progress Report

 Gauged tanks and did compatibility 
testing

 Established the project website 
www.falcon-refinery.com

 On-site lab and offices were cleared 
of waste and debris

 Equipment was purchased to allow 
efficient loading of hazardous waste

http://www.falcon-refinery.com/


Falcon Refinery Progress Report

 Coordinated all disposal facilities and 
shipments with the EPA

 Sampled “grossly stained soil” 
 Prepared a proposal to construct a 

Land Treatment Unit to remediate 
hydrocarbon impacted soil

 Solicited bids to “pig” and evacuate 
pipelines associated with the facility



Falcon Refinery Progress Report

 Performed demolition of North Site 
pump station

 Recycled metal that was not 
associated with waste

 Attended the Scoping Meeting
 Attended the Community 

Involvement Meeting
 Submitted the RI/FS Workplan
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Figure 1c 
Site Detail Map 

Falcon Refinery aka National Oil Recovery Corporation 
Ingleside, San Patricio County, Texas 

TXD 086 278 058 
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Site Characterization Comments

 “EPA should purge outdated institutional 
patterns that reinforce antiquated habits”

 “EPA should use more effective, less costly 
approaches to assess and clean up 
contaminated sites”

 “Sampling policies should be driven by 
performance, rather than complying with 
arbitrary policies or procedural checklists 
that do not add value”



Site Characterization Comments

 “Data not needed to inform specific 
site decisions will not be collected.  
Although this sounds elementary, the 
one size fits all approach used by 
many practitioners routinely collects 
costly data which are ultimately 
irrelevant to the projects outcome”



Site Characterization Comments

 “Data collection is not an end in 
itself: it’s purpose is to supply 
information”

 Comments by:
Deana Crumbling
USEPA Technology Innovation Office
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